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A Word from Our President
Your Dakotas United Methodist Foundation com-
pleted a record year in 2020. For the 7th consecutive 
year, we reached another new milestone in ministry 
support. Your Foundation awarded nearly $100,000 
in scholarships, created 17 new endowments and 
investment accounts, and provided over $1.5 mil-
lion for ministry across the Conference. Because of 
your prayerful gifts and support, the total portfolio 
of your Foundation is now $41.2 million. 

That’s a witness to the commitment and loyalty 
of our dedicated supporters and ministry partners 
across the Dakotas Conference. So often, we hear 
how one of our Conference ministries has touched 
lives. That is why you and other Dakotans support 
these impactful programs. 

Ministry is at the heart of everything we do at the 
Foundation. It centers us. Throughout the last year, I 
would hear, “We are all in the same storm,” as we live 
through the continuing coronavirus pandemic, con-
cerns about the state of our denomination, disrup-
tions in what is familiar, and the uncertainty of what 
we may face next. Yes, these are troubling times. 
But we are all in different boats battling this all too 
familiar storm. The loyalty you have shown through 
your support of the Foundation is a reminder that we 
are not alone. Through these unprecedented times, 
you did not waver from your concern for the minis-
try the Foundation supports. Thank you for helping 
those we serve to weather the uncertainty of this 
storm by sharing your generosity.

Although we do not know what the future holds, we 
know that our love for Jesus and our faith in the Holy 
Spirit are our guiding light to the future. This past 
year, we’ve tried to navigate the uncertainty of al-
most everything. Yet, through it all, Jesus’ love has 
allowed us to stay true to our mission: To cultivate 
and secure resources for churches and ministries of 
the Dakotas Annual Conference by developing rela-
tionships with a community of donors who embrace 
the value of changing lives and seeking the love of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

Reviewing our mission statement reminds me of the 
tall order in front of us. A tall order, yes, but what an 
opportunity! Investing in the Foundation is a unique 
opportunity to encourage ministry to congregations, 
pastors, and individuals across the Conference. 
What is calling you? The Foundation is respond-
ing to God’s call to each of us to join into ministry 
and service. That call may look different for every-
one. We’ve asked for you to share your gifts with 
the Foundation through our calling, and you’ve 
responded. And for your love, concern, and blessings, 
we are grateful. Thank you so much for supporting 
the ministries across the Dakotas in partnership 
with the Foundation. Together, we will help make 
miracles happen. 

Grace and Peace, 

Sheri Meister
President/CEO



By the 
Numbers

41.241.2
Million

assets under management

4 new Endowments totaling

$166,749
13 new Investments totaling

$1,472,490

Student Aid:

$93,200

Builders Club Grants:

$40,800

Breakthrough Ministry Grants:

$72,716

Total Funds distributed 
to churches, ministries, 

and individuals: 

$1,554,827
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Earnings Distribution



Nonprofi t Church Leadership Program 
Strengthens Ministry Leaders

Strengthening the ability of pastors to lead mission-focused, finan-
cially healthy, congregationally engaged churches is the mission of 
the Nonprofit Clergy Leadership Program (NPCL). This year-long 
graduate-level certificate program at Dakotas Wesleyan Universi-
ty strengthens the competencies that pastors need to lead today’s 
church, but did not perhaps obtain during their undergraduate, 
graduate, or seminary education. 

The Nonprofit Church Leadership Program, which launched in 2018, 
is a partnership between the Dakotas-Minnesota Area of the United 
Methodist Church, the Dakotas and Minnesota United Methodist 
Foundations, and Dakota Wesleyan University, with funding assistance 
from the Lilly Endowment. Designed to enhance the administrative 
and management skills of church leaders, NPCL focuses on steward-
ship of financial resources, human resources, vision, strategy, 
community, and communications. 

Throughout the course of the year, each student completes two 
applied projects, each of which focuses on an area of need within 
the participant’s local church. Each participant is partnered with a 
coach that provides mentorship and guidance throughout the course. 

Over the past four years, a total of 55 ministry leaders – 26 from the 
Dakotas and 29 from Minnesota – and more than 60 congregations 
have benefited from their clergy participating in the program and 
gaining new skills.  

Rev. Jenene Earl, Sturgis UMC, implemented a mid-week dinner 
church service to connect with families involved in her church’s 
preschool and help them grow in faith. Rev. Jeff Lathrop, Grand Forks 
Wesley UMC, created a strategic plan for his church. Lara Ziegler, 
director at Storm Mountain Center, did an applied project that involved 
re-developing the camp’s seasonal staff. Rev. Clay Lundberg, Canton 
UMC, put together a three-prong plan to strengthen the culture of 
generosity at the United in Faith Parish in Burke and Herrick. Rev. 
Cory Thrall, Bismarck Legacy, created a digital church that’s open 
24/7 to better reach young adults.

Thrall also credits NPCL for helping him become more comfortable 
with talking about money and fundraising. “The class on fundraising 
helped me in knowing how to ask for funds, what to do when someone 
gives a large gift, and how to move a congregation from thinking 
that ‘all the church wants is money’ to a place of ‘I am going to give 
because it is sign of spiritual growth and trust in God,’” said Thrall. 
“I moved from being uncomfortable to comfortable…I am a more 
effective leader because of NPCL.”

“The Nonprofi t Church Leadership “The Nonprofi t Church Leadership 
course is an opportunity to grow course is an opportunity to grow 
your gifts and to strengthen your your gifts and to strengthen your 
skills, which are then given as a skills, which are then given as a 

blessing back to your congregation.” blessing back to your congregation.” 

Rev. Ryan Mutzenberger, Rev. Ryan Mutzenberger, 
Fargo First UMCFargo First UMC

NPCL ParticipantNPCL Participant

“Our primary objective really is to “Our primary objective really is to 
help increase the pastors’ and help increase the pastors’ and 

ministry leaders’ level of confi dence ministry leaders’ level of confi dence 
and capability in doing those and capability in doing those 

administrative skills.” administrative skills.” 

Dr. Alisha Vincent, Associate Dr. Alisha Vincent, Associate 
Provost for Program Development, Provost for Program Development, 

Dakota Wesleyan UniversityDakota Wesleyan University



Bryce Blank – Perkins Theological Seminary
Thanael Certa-Werner – Garret Evangelical-Theological Seminary
Don Dinger – Kairos Project, Sioux Falls Seminary
Andy Early – Kairos Project, Sioux Falls Seminary
Stephanie Eliason – Kairos Project, Sioux Falls Seminary
Kim Hastings – Kairos Project, Sioux Falls Seminary
Justin Jenness – Kairos Project, Sioux Falls Seminary
Taylor Johnson - Kairos Project, Sioux Falls Seminary
Barbara Krumm – Kairos Project, Sioux Falls Seminary
Amber Laffey – Kairos Project, Sioux Falls Seminary
Teresa Person – Kairos Project, Sioux Falls Seminary
Janson Steffan - Garret Evangelical-Theological Seminary
Kippy Udehn - Kairos Project, Sioux Falls Seminary

“I would not be here without this scholarship. It made the diff erence of me answering 
my call or not. The Dakotas Conference supports their seminary students way more 
than any other Conference from what I have heard from fellow students.” 

Bryce Blank
Perkins School of  Theology

“I am excited to continue to fi nd ways throughout my ministry to recognize a place 
one of my gifts can help to serve, grow and challenge a church and its people.” 

Kim Hastings
Kairos Project, Sioux Falls Seminary

“Today we have $2.4 million in our endowed scholarship funds. The bulk of those funds 
were contributed to our Dakotas Conference Foundation through estate gifts. They’re 
not here today, and most are not present with us anymore, to see what their legacy is 
allowing us to do here, and how we are able to prepare for the future and encourage more 
ministry. We are so grateful. It gives me chills to think about what we have achieved as a 
Conference thanks to the enormous generosity of these individuals.” 

Jack Marsh
Chair, Scholarship Committee

Merit Scholarship Recipients $93,200$93,200 in student  in student 
aid awarded in 2021aid awarded in 2021

Dollars for Scholars Recipients
Davis Anderson – Dakota Wesleyan University
Erin Moncur – Dakota Wesleyan University



Breakthrough Ministry 
Grants

$72,716
granted

24 
churches

26 
new 

ministries

•  Alexandria UMC / SE District - Ministry Internship
•  Fargo Faith UMC - Streaming/Sound System 

Update
•  Fargo First UMC - Children and Youth Ministry

Technology Improvement Plan
•  Flandreau UMC - Church Audio/Visual Update
•  Grand Forks Wesley UMC - Online Engagement
•  Harrold UMC - Together in Christ
•  Highmore UMC - Technology Updates for Sunday 

School and Virtual Worship
•  Madison UMC - Financial Peace University
•  Mellette Northwestern UMC - Technology 

Additions
•  Milbank Central UMC - The Bridge
•  Minot Faith UMC - Service Livestream
•  Mitchell Downtown First UMC - New Wineskins 

Outreach
•  Rapid City Open Heart UMC - Streaming Outreach
•  Sioux Falls Hilltop UMC - Ability to Live Stream
•  Sioux Falls Southern Hills UMC - Online Ministry 

Outreach

2020 Recipients

•  Faith UMC - Child ID Kits
•  Minot Vincent UMC - Connect Group and 

Christian Education

4th Quarter - $26,216

3rd Quarter - $1,000

•  Bismarck Legacy UMC - Single Mom’s Blessing Day
•  DWU Campus Ministry - Freshman Ministry 

Expansion
•  Fargo Calvary African UMC - Youth in Action for 

Christ
•  Madison UMC - Growing Seeds of Kindness
•  Lake Poinsett Camp - Summer Chaplain

2021 Recipients

•  Brookings First UMC - First on Campus
•  Minot Vincent UMC - Chosen Generation 
•  Rapid City Canyon Lake UMC - College-Aged 

Ministry 
•  Sturgis UMC - The Table: Dinner Church Worship 

Service

2nd Quarter - $13,500

1st Quarter - $32,000

Single Mom’s Blessing Day at Legacy UMC in Bismarck, ND



First on Campus
The college years are a crucial and influential part of a young adult’s life. During these years, they are explor-
ing their newfound freedom, experiencing many new opportunities, and making significant life choices. 
Campus ministry is so vital to the journeys of young people who desire to grow in faith and is such a great 
way to nurture and disciple leaders.

First on Campus in Brookings, South Dakota provides a welcoming place for students, staff, and faculty at 
South Dakota State University (SDSU) to build lasting relationships that result in personal growth in Christian 
love and maturity. Throughout the years, Brookings First UMC has had an on-and-off presence on the SDSU 
campus. Recently, they hired Pastor Krista Ducker to be the Director of Methodist Campus Ministry.  

While the Covid-19 pandemic provided many challenges throughout the past year, Pastor Krista, Brookings 
First UMC leadership, and a core group of students have taken the time to re-imagine and build a strong foun-
dation in their campus ministry. One of the things they were able to accomplish during this time was to go 
through the application process for First on Campus to become an officially recognized student organization 
at SDSU, which has allowed them to bring a United Methodist presence directly to campus. 

During the summer, First on Campus remained active and held a few gatherings for students who have stayed 
in the Brookings area for internships or jobs. They hosted several pizza and game nights throughout the 
summer that offered an opportunity for students and church members to spend time together in fellowship. 

A key value for the ministry is that the college students know they will be involved in the life of the church. 
They often host events that involve church members and invite the students to be involved in the church, 
whether it be the praise band, helping with VBS, or more. “Our emphasis on inter-generational ministry, and 
our loving, supportive environment provide a unique place of safety and a home away from home for our 
students,” says Pastor Krista. 

With the start of a new school year, First on Campus was a part of opening weekend on the SDSU campus. 
They launched this year’s ministry with worship in the park and shared information about First on Campus 
with new students at the student expo. This was followed by a taco night, during which church members 
joined with new students to have a meal together and share in some Jackrabbits trivia. Pastor Krista also 
makes regular stops in the SDSU student union, where she invites students to join her for prayer or 
conversation in exchange for a free coffee. 

The student members have consistently said that the way the Brookings First UMC church family has sur-
rounded them has been a huge blessing. “My mom told me she has seen a big change in me since joining this 
campus ministry. I love the family here, and I’m sure I’m not the only student looking for this,” comments a 
student. First on Campus received a Breakthrough Ministry Grant that has provided salary support as well as 
other needed supplies and materials. “Thanks again to the Dakotas Foundation for your support in this vital 
Brookings mission to our students. We are so ready to take the next steps in this ministry!” remarks Pastor 
Krista Ducker.



Dakotas Connection Initiative: 
Connecting Rural Ministry
In October 2020, the Dakotas United Methodist Foundation was awarded a grant of almost $1 million from 
the Lilly Endowment. With this grant the Dakotas Connection Initiative was established, giving the Dakotas 
Conference the ability to experiment with new ministry models to create thriving rural congregations that 
enhance rural communities.

The Dakotas Connection Initiative leans on assets, strengths, and technology. Rather than focusing on a scar-
city of resources —limited full-time clergy and fewer financial resources to support them—the Conference is 
imagining the future with the gifts that God has provided—gifted and faithful laity in communities and sur-
rounding areas, retired pastors with a gift for mentoring and a calling to preach and deliver sacraments, and 
an openness to using technology to reach people.

There are three primary components to the Dakotas Connection Initiative: 
     •  Providing grants, training, and support for churches who are open to experimenting with team ministry
     •  Resourcing larger churches that want to be a hub to connect with smaller churches through technology 

   and training
     •  Connecting rural church leaders, both clergy and laity, at equipping events and networks to learn from 

   one another

The program is funded through Lilly Endowment’s Thriving Congregations Initiative. The aim of this national 
initiative is to strengthen Christian congregations so they can help people deepen their relationships with 
God, build strong relationships with each other, and contribute to the flourishing of local communities and the 
world.

“The Dakotas Connection Initiative will enhance our successful ministries and provide resources and plat-
forms to ensure that vital ministry and community impact are happening in our rural communities,” says Sheri 
Meister, president and CEO of the Dakotas United Methodist Foundation. “New leadership models that max-
imize the gifts and callings of laity who are indigenous to the community and innovative systems to accom-
plish the mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ will allow congregations to maximize human, financial, 
and other resources.”



The leadership team for the Dakotas Connection Initiative has been meeting regularly to put together various 
models that work for different rural settings. Several unique leadership models are being tested right now 
to learn what will work. These include places like Alexandria; Cresbard and Tolstoy; Washburn and Center; 
Napolean, Lehr, Edgeley and Ashley; Ethan and Lyman County, as well as places like Rapid City Open Heart, 
Brandon Celebration, and Mitchell Fusion. Another strategy articulated in the grant proposal was the “hub” 
church model that would enable a larger church to partner with smaller churches to share and multiply their 
resources. As a result, we have seen variations in churches like Bismarck Legacy, Aberdeen First, and Mitch-
ell Fusion. The hope is to learn from these leadership models what works and what doesn’t? What role does 
technology play? What does leadership development and ministry call look like?

“We are not content to see our churches disappear from the Dakotas landscape in the ways other denomina-
tions have, but rather to see the changes in demographics as an innovation opportunity borne out of necessi-
ty,” said Rev. Zach Kingery, pastor at Wessington Springs UMC in South Dakota and a member of the leader-
ship team for the Dakotas Connections Initiative. 

Kingery shares that a culture shift from believing in the current practices or the way we have always done 
things needs to happen. “We will need to overcome a culture of professionalized ministry that has led many 
laity to see their gifts and callings as secondary and many churches to feel like, ‘if we can’t get a ‘real’ pas-
tor, we’re not a real church.’ We will need to work against the cultural narrative that has taught us that size is 
what defines success and worthiness.”

The Foundation has also committed another $100,000 matching gift to this new program.

$40,800
awarded

Builders Club
2020 Recipients 2021 Recipients
Hilltop UMC - Sioux Falls, SDHilltop UMC - Sioux Falls, SD
Evergreen UMC - Wahpeton, NDEvergreen UMC - Wahpeton, ND

De Smet UMC - De Smet, SDDe Smet UMC - De Smet, SD
The Journey @ Spirit Lake - Sheyenne, NDThe Journey @ Spirit Lake - Sheyenne, ND

We can’t express enough We can’t express enough 
how much the generos-how much the generos-
ity of the givers to the ity of the givers to the 
Builders Club means to Builders Club means to 
Hilltop UMC. The funds Hilltop UMC. The funds 
have been used to fi x have been used to fi x 
many major issues in many major issues in 
our basement. Windows our basement. Windows 
have been replaced, new have been replaced, new 
fl ooring put down, and fl ooring put down, and 
water issues have been water issues have been 
addressed. Thank you for addressed. Thank you for 
your generous gifts and your generous gifts and 
helping make our base-helping make our base-
ment a much safer and ment a much safer and 
updated space for the updated space for the 
youth of our church!youth of our church!

When it’s been dry and a 
houseplant, or a whole fi eld, 
or a tree outside our win-
dow gets dry, even though 
stressed, they make do. They 
survive. They can’t get stron-
ger or revive alone. To a de-
gree, we all go through that. 
And when the rains come, 
what joy there is! What new 
life explodes! What opportu-
nity for growth! Thank you, 
Builders Club, for bringing 
this rain to Evergreen UMC in 
Wahpeton, ND. You are sup-
porting what we do, you are a 
part of the family, you inspire 
us to do even more.    

We cannot begin to express We cannot begin to express 
our gratitude to the Builders our gratitude to the Builders 
Club. You are helping us make Club. You are helping us make 
some major improvements to some major improvements to 
our church offi  ce and also our our church offi  ce and also our 
welcome/fellowship area. We welcome/fellowship area. We 
believe that these improve-believe that these improve-
ments will be a wonderful re-ments will be a wonderful re-
source to not only our church, source to not only our church, 
but also our community as but also our community as 
we can provide a welcoming we can provide a welcoming 
and inviting place to gather and inviting place to gather 
and build relationships for and build relationships for 
many years to come. We look many years to come. We look 
forward to seeing how God forward to seeing how God 
will continue to use De Smet will continue to use De Smet 
UMC.UMC.

Greetings from Spirit Lake 
Ministry. We appreciate each 
and every Builders Club Mem-
ber for the wonderful gift you 
have given to our ministry and 
the congregation of The Jour-
ney @ Spirit Lake. Your giving 
will allow us to provide easi-
er access to the Food Pantry 
and children’s reading library, 
upgrade our drive and parking 
area so the bus and cars won’t 
get stuck in the spring and up-
grade/update the entrance to 
Arthur Hall. Your support will 
allow us to provide a much 
better worship experience for 
everyone.



Securing Ministries for the Future
Norma and Joe Peltier have been richly blessed in many ways 
throughout their lives, and it has always been important for 
them to share their gifts to bless others. The Peltiers wanted 
to assure the ministries they cared about were taken care of 
well into the future. Working with the Foundation, they estab-
lished three endowments to benefit various ministries in the 
Dakotas United Methodist Conference. 

Joe and Norma were both very active in all ministries at Arthur 
United Methodist Church in Arthur, North Dakota. They taught 
Sunday school, served as lay leaders, lay speakers, and served 
in many different leadership roles. Joe also held several 
different leadership positions in the North Dakota United 
Methodist Conference. Norma served on the Dakotas United 
Methodist Foundation Board of Directors for several years. 

As a member of the Dakotas United Methodist Foundation 
Board, Norma understood how endowments would provide 
continual support to their passions. “We think the named 
endowment is a good way to know that the ministries of the 
Dakotas United Methodist Foundation will be secure in the 
future.” 

Norma credits the Revs. Cecil and Janet Miller as the inspi-
ration for the Clergy Pensions Endowment. Cecil and Janet 
Miller were close, personal friends of the Peltiers. Joe and 
Norma wanted to make sure that the Millers, as well as other 
Conference clergy families, were well cared for in their retire-
ment years. 

Both Joe and Norma were teachers and have always been supporters of education. Norma was a teacher 
and then a “professional volunteer” for much of her life. Joe spent time as a teacher, coach, principle, 
superintendent, and later a member of the State Board of Higher Education in North Dakota. They have given 
generously to both North Dakota State University and the University of North Dakota. In 1998, they estab-
lished an endowment for Dakota Wesleyan University scholarships for North Dakota students. 

The Peltiers appreciated that Wesley Acres Camp, located just an hour’s drive from Arthur, provided a 
wonderful Christian education and experience for campers. Their endowment for camp scholarships has 
made it possible for many kids from Arthur UMC to experience time with God at Wesley Acres Camp. Norma 
later broadened this designation for Arthur UMC students to include children and youth ministry experiences 
and events throughout the Dakotas United Methodist Conference.

While Joe passed away in 2014, Norma continues to support the Arthur United Methodist Church, Dakota 
Wesleyan Scholarships, the Dakotas United Methodist Foundation and Pensions with regular gifts. We are 
grateful to the Peltiers for their faithful service and support of the missions and ministries of the United 
Methodist Church.

Norma and Joe PeltierNorma and Joe Peltier

Photo Credit: Sanford Health FoundationPhoto Credit: Sanford Health Foundation



Our Donors

$50,000+
Anonymous
Scott and Julia Jones
Maynard Klingbeil

$10,000 - $49,000 
Paul Christen
Ed and Ginny Coates
Howard and Karen Grinager
Katherine Moen
Tom and Michele Olsen
Marion M Oviatt
Mary Scott
Steve and Linda Stouffer
Al Yocom

$5,000 - $9,999
Beverly Nearhood
Myles and Valary Tieszen

$1,000 - $4,999
Bill Bates
Steve and Hazel Behrens
Kathryn Biederman
Merle and Gena Brandt
Mark and Linda Chaplin
Gerald Close
Jerry Cotton
Alex Coughlin
Rodney and Doris Gist
Anne Green
Eric and Ruth Grinager
Tom and Charlene Haggar
Kathy Hammond
Cal and Mary Hayenga
Bill and Sheila Hoffman
Lou Ora Houk
Dale and Christine Howard
Luverne Huber
Steve and Marlene Hulm
John and Linda Jacoway
Bruce Johnson
Phil and Mary Lee Lint
Todd and Karin Loomer
Sherry McGuire
Randy and Sheri Meister
Gary and Cindy Meyer
Wayne and Dianne Millar
Robert and Dorothy Nelson
Jeff and Cynthia Nelson

$1,000 - $4,999
Luella Palmer
Jason Petersen
Mavis Pomeroy
Joshua Ranum
Bob and Paula Ruedebusch
Deane and Pam Scharmer
DeVern and Joan Schwenn
Michelle Triplett
Cliff Weixel
Warren and Iva Wenzel
Julian and Lois Wigen
Jim and Barbara Williams

$500 - $999
Mike and Pam Bathke
Boyd and Evelyn Blumer
Dick and Cheryl Boyd
Dinus and June Briggs
Berlyn and Marjolyn Bryan
Roy and Lazann Caudill
Shawn and Lynn Culey
Jerry Densmore
Chester DeYoung
Norm and Kelly Drake
David Ellis
Everett Follette
Chris and Tenille Heier
Robert and Beth Holzwarth
Brett and Katie Itterman
June James
Joann Jewett
Darin and Ann Johnson
Seth and Valerie Hummel LaBounty
Mark and Jennifer Larsen
Lorie Miller
Beryl Olson
Bishop Bruce and Char Ough
Tom and Peg Page
John Peasley and Gail Shlanta Peasley
Carol Pollard
Duane and Jan Quiett
Marilyn Rahn
John and Jennifer Rickertsen
Vivian Rickertt
David Samuelson
Rodger and Kim Schock
Nick and Rebekah Scott
Garry and Gloria Scott 
Paul and Bonnie Smith

$500 - $999
Thomas Sorensen
Jerry Stiegelmeier
Jeff Tollefson
Richard and Pat Unkenholz
Richard and Cathy Wahlstrom
Joel and Kris Winckler
David and Shirley Wu

$100 - $499
Joel and Kitty Allen
Ashley Alsup
Lowell and Kathleen Andersen
Dale and Lana Anderson
Jeff and Sandy Anderson
Don and Carolyn Andrews
Dianne Axlund
Harris and Fern Bailey
Owen and Jacki Bain
Don and Trudy Baird
Debra and Gary Ball-Kilbourne
Mary Balson
Arnie and Nila Baltzer
Robert and Joann Barden
Barbara Faye Bartle
Tom and Sheila Baruth
Jerry and Gail Bass
Lanny and Sheryl Beam
Tom and Kay Becker
Michael and Bonnie Beeson
John and Helen Bennett
Robert Bermond
Irma Beukelman
Jorjann Blake
Nancy Bohlen
Wayne and Ann Bolton
Darold and Laura Borman
Linda Baldock and Jerry Bottger
Don Bradley
Elmer and Barbara Brinkman
John and Kristin Britt
Lance and Karen Bueling
Alan Buhler
Jim and Carol Bush
Roger and Barb Caine
Delora Carson
Edythe Cascini
Laura Cernick
Curt and Faye Chambliss
Karen Chesley



$100 - $499
Heather Chikoore
Robert and Linda Chilson
Dorothy Chouinard
Marie Cissell
Arlyn and Deb Coalter
Kari Comes
Kevin Congdon
Maxon and Linda Conkey
Cleland and Pat Cook
Judy Cox-Sample
Phyllis Crowe
Dave and Connie Daniel
Doug and Dawn Diehl
Louise Diehl
Malcolm and Diana Dirksen
Jennette Dittman
Vickie Dobesh
Dale and Karen Dockter
John and Joan Dolejsi
Ron Dorsman
Kathy Dotzenrod
Anita Dutt
Ron and Lori Earl
Allen and Yvonne Eberhart
LuAnn Edwards
Jim and Connie Eichinger
Edna Ellefson
Irma Ellis
Duane and Kathleen Enzminger
Gary and Louise Eriksmoen
Doyle and Kathryn Estes
Dennis and Jane Evenson
Duane Ewers and Judy Smith
Sheri and Dale Fadley
Jim and Janet Fagerland
Rodolfo and Isabelita Fernando
Shirley Fernen
Michael and Suzanne Ferrell
Guy and Beata Ferris
Marlys Fie
Richard and Donna Fisher
JoAnn Fletcher
Marlin and Lynette Flint
Roger and Nadine Florhaug
Carol Flynn
Donald and Jean Fox
Jean Fox
Myron and Bonnie Fuerst
Randy and Ella Fuhrer
Glen and Diana Fuhrman
Terry and Jane Glick

Bonnie Glover
Al Goehring
Keith and Irene Goehring
Richard and Sonja Gourley
Dennis Green
Ralph and Rita Greer
Paula Griebel
Donn Grinager
Steve Groon
Mary Ann Hagen
Tom and Mina Hall
Jenny Hallenbeck Orr
Mary Alice Halverson
Dave and Jerilyn Hansen
Floyd and Jill Hansmeier
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Rick and Jane Hazen
Jim and Ellen Head
Gary and Carol Hedlund
Joyce Helgeson
Janae Herman
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Kerry Hilton
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Ben Hobbs
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Jim Hoff
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Ken and Carol Hogue
Joanie Holm
Jana Holman
Ron and Becky Holten
David and Marilyn Holzwarth
Bob and Deanne Horne
Rich Howard
Mildred K. Hugghins
Eugene and Argie Hunter
Ben Ingebretson
Tad and Kathy Jacobs
Merle and Judy Jenner
Ardyce Jensen
Roger and Susan Jespersen
Andrew Jewett
Lee and Gail Johannsen-Bridge
Ralph and Gwen Johnsen
Arlyn and Traci Johnson
Janelle Jones
Sonia Jordre
Brad and Alison Kattelmann
Jim and Merrie Kelley

Laurie Kidd
Lola Killam
Del and Beverly Klassen
Rodney Knock
Roxanne Knock
Gerald and Judy Koesterman
Les and Dianne Koll
Hank and Bonnie Kor
Greg and Joyceann Kroger
Karl and Michelle Kroger
Wayne and Rhonda Kruger
George and Deborah Kuhler
Ron Laqua
Kris and Denise Larson
Jack and Janet Lassen
Virgil Lentz
Dick and Bonnie Lien
Steven and Vicki Likness
Manuel Loaeza
Jim Loomer
Olive Lovett
Romaine Luckhurst
Deb and Norm Mack
Stanley and LeAnn Mack
Rod and Gwen Mader
Lida Mallory
Nancy Manning
Charles and Betty Martin
Terry and LaRee Mayes
Elsie McBride
Sharla and Scott McCaskell
Jennifer McDonald
Craig and Audrey McFarland
Wayne McKirdy
Max Meier
Ron and Kay Merriman
Nancy Michlitsch
E. Jay and Beverly Mickelson
Jerry and Judy Miller
Nancy Miller
David Mitchell
Don and Kairouan Moffet
Jean Moser
Thomas and Dolores Moss
Ryan and Kris Mutzenberger
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Bonnie Neff
Susan Neimeyer
Janet Nelson
Mary Nelson

Our Donors



Thank you! 

$100 - $499
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Mark and Karen Olson
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Norma Peltier
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Because of your generosity, our faithful ministry leaders across the Dakotas are spreading 
God’s love and inviting more people to be the hands and feet of Jesus. Your giving spirit is 
contagious and is appreciated in ways you may never understand. Your gifts build up the 
confi dence in our leaders to build more vital ministries in our communities. Thank you for 

your support and dedication to those answering their call to share the Good News. 

“Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.” 
1 Thessalonians 5:11
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A Farmer’s Legacy

The main thing Maynard would want people to know about him, though, is that he was a Christian. He had a 
very deep faith. He had no doubt that he was going to heaven – not because of his own goodness, but by the 
mercy and goodness of God. Maynard did what he could to bring others to faith as well.”  

—Pastor Jeff Adel, Onida UMC   

Maynard Klingbeil passed away in early 2020, but not before thinking about the ministries and organiza-
tions he cared deeply for. Being a hard-working, but frugal man, Maynard built up an estate that allowed him 
to leave many gifts that would continue to do good work long after he was gone. As a United Methodist, he 
wanted to leave a gift that would help bring others to Christ, so he chose to name the Dakotas United Method-
ist Foundation as the beneficiary of his life insurance policy. 

As an undesignated gift to the Foundation, Maynard’s legacy of bringing others to Christ is living on through the 
Klingbeil Legacy and Investor Grants. These grants are being offered to churches who open a new investment 
or endowment with the Foundation between July 1st and December 31, 2021. Through this grant opportunity, 
churches are able to invest more in their own ministries around the Dakotas United Methodist Conference. 

Maynard Klingbeil was a humble man who loved to farm and loved Christ. Donating his life insurance policy 
was a way that he found worked for him to continue to share his faith with others well into the future. 

** Naming a charity as a life insurance beneficiary can be a great way to leave a legacy and make it possible for a donor 
to give more than they could have during their lifetime. Tax benefits are also available depending on how the policy is 
set up. Either naming the charity as a beneficiary or including a life insurance policy in one’s will, a donor can provide a 
lasting gift for ministries they are passionate about. For more information on life insurance gifts or the Klingbeil grant 
program, contact the Foundation.

“Maynard Klingbeil was a famer in Onida, South Dakota. The reason I say it 
is that he could’ve been just about anything. He was an extremely intelligent 
man, but farming was all he really wanted to do. When God made Maynard, 
as the saying goes, God made a farmer. Maynard grew up with farming, he 
studied farming, he kept up with all the latest farming techniques. As a result, 
he was one of the best farmers around. And yet, he was always a very humble 
man. He rarely talked about himself, and if he ever received any praise, he 
turned it aside. He was a very quiet, humble man.

Although he never married and never had children, Maynard cared deeply for 
children. He was the secretary/treasurer of the Sunday school at Onida United 
Methodist Church for 45 years. That’s remarkable, but if we don’t think about 
it, we might miss just how remarkable it is. Think about how hard it can be to 
find people to volunteer to help with Christian education. And here’s a man 
with no children, a man who had no vested interest in the children’s education 
program, volunteering all that time to do what he could to make sure genera-
tions of children came to know the Lord. It’s pretty amazing, really.

Our Investor
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